THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

there were important enemy concentrations. The officer
in command of this army corps, Colonel Garcia Vallejo,
was unconditionally at my service, but of the three
divisions which made up his unit, two were entirely
Communist. Although there was some guarantee pro-
vided by the energy and exceptional gifts of this officer,
it was impossible to foresee whether or not his forces
could be used to support the National Council of Defence.

As for the Levante Army, its Commander did not
conceal that he was worried by the possible line which
might be taken by the officers commanding three of
his army corps, who were affiliated to the Communist
Party.

The Commander of the Extremadura Army was also
in an unfavourable position, since his only reserves were
made up of two divisions, commanded by Lt.-Col. Toral,
who was also a Communist.

There is no reason why I should not admit that I
was worried also, and understood that if these forces
obeyed their party's orders, either in their present
positions or in concentrating on Madrid, they would
break up the forces in favour of the National Council of
Defence.

Moreover, I was extremely concerned at the Com-
munist predominance in the Commissariat of the Central
Army. This organism had as its Supreme Chief, Jesus
Hernandez, who, with the consent of the Prime Minister,
had taken on himself all sorts of rights. Working according
to his views Commissar Inspector Jesus Hernandez
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